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Kissinger 
- Pledges 
‘Trust’ 


But Hearing; 

Is Snagged 
On -iretaps 

By Murrey Marder 

Washington Post Staff Writer 

Henry A. Kissinger yes- 
terday pledged to act as 
Secretary of Stale m “a cli- 
mate of mutual trust” with 
Congress, but his confirma- 
tion hearing quickly snag- 
ged over the disclosure of a 
wiretapping report. 

Sen. J. W. Fulbright (D- 
Ark.), chairman of the Sen- 
ate Foreign Relations Com- 
mittee, said the group will' 
meet in executive session at 
9:30 a.m. Monday with At- 
torney General Elliot L. Rich- 
ardson to try to overcome the 
barrier over the disputed re- 
port. The public hearing on 
Kissinger’s nomination is 
t scheduled to resume at 10 
•a.m. Monday. 

Kissinger’s first public 
Testimony before a congres- 
sional committee, therefore, 
opened paradoxically. 

• He was lauded by many 
Longtime critics of the Nixon 
administration or a 
“brilliant” exposition of what 
Kissinger called “the urgent 
need for reconciliation” to re- 
store national cohesion and 
consensus in the conduct of 
American policy. Alluding to 
the Watergate sandals, Kis- 
singer said the nation must 
shake itself free from the 
“traumatic events” that sap 
national confidence. 

The wiretapping contro- 
versy which sidetracked his < 
hearing yesterday, however, 
was a produet of the Water- 
gate period. The committee 
was determined to clear that 
record before proceeding with 
the expected approval of Kis- 
singer’s nomination to be Sec- 
retary of State. 

Kissinger portrayed himself 
as the man caught in the mid- 
dle by the Nixon administra- 
tion’s decision not to release a 
report on the 1969-1971 wire- 
tapping of 13 government offi- . 
cials, including members of 
Kissinger’s National Security 
Council staff, plus four news- 
men. One of the former N§C 
staff members reportedly wire- 
tapped was Richard M. 
Moose, now a member of the 
Senate Foreign Relations 
Committee" staff, which adds 
to the committee’s sensitivity. 

“I think it is clear.” said 
Sen. Clifford P. Case (R-N.J.), 
‘That the committee will not 1 
be in a position to act on the 
(Kissinger) nomination until 
that report has been re- 
ceived.” 


Fulbright said lie agreed 
that the problem has to be re- 
solved. At the end of the four- 
hour session with Kissinger, 
Fulbright, who said the Jus- 
tice Department earlier had 
refused to turn over the re- 
port on the 17 wiretapped in- 
dividuals, telephoned Richard- 
son to arrange the Monday 
meeting with him. 

Despite the controversy 
. ' er wiretapping, and several 
other points of disagreement 

See KISSINGER, A7, Col. 1 
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'l produced in the inquiry, the 
shearing was pever acrimoni- 

. wwS. 

1 Kissinger, appearing tanned 

- and serious, was relaxed, en- 
1 joying the encomiums heaped 
“upon him for his past accom- 
plishments and the hope, ex- 
pressed by Fulbright and 
•-other meipbers, that his ap- 
pointment as Secretary of 
State will open a new era of 
cooperation with Congress in 

.shaping foreign policy. 

Kissixiger was told by Sen. 
George McGovern (D-S.D.) 
that “a crisis of confidence in 
the truthfulness of our lead- 
ers” exists in the nation. Sen. 
Frank Church (D-Idaho) told 
him that many Americans are 
convinced that “we are living 
through a period of constitu- 
tional crisis” over “the use of 
excessive executive power.” 

In a six-page opening state- 
ment, Kissinger adroitly 
headed off some of the ques- 
tions by pledging “to work out 
procedures for enabling the 
committee to share more fully 
in the design of our foreign 
policy.” 

Kissinger said: “We will 
seek to maintain a climate of 
mutual trust so that argu- 
ments can center on methods, 
not motives. We hope that this 
restraint will be mutual. In 
this manner, our foreign, pol- 
icy debate can avoid the ex- 
tremes of civil war and sterile 
accord for its own sake.” 

Kissinger defended the use 
of wiretaps in the 1969-71 pe- 
riod, but said he was not re- 
sponsible for instituting the 
practice. 

“There were no personal is- 
sues involved at all,” Kis- 
singer said. “It was a very dif- 
ficult and painful thing.” 


Kissinger said, as President 
Nixon has related, that soon 
after the Nixon administration 
came into office in 1969 it was 
“confronted with leaks to the 
press of documents which 
were considered of the great- 
est importance to the national 
security.” 

In May, 1969, Kissinger said, 
President Nixon conferred 
with his new Attorney Gen- 
eral, John N. Mitchell, and 
with FBI Director J. Edgar 
Hoover, and was told that “the 
most effective 1 way” to stop 
leaks was to use wiretaps. The 
President was told that “this 
procedure met the legal re- 
quirements,” Kissinger said, 
and that it had been used by 
previous administrations. 

“At the time,” Kissinger 
said, I had been in the govern- 
ment four months. I must say 
that it did not occur to me to 
question the judgment of 
these two individuals.” 
Kissinger repeated, as he 
previously has said publicly, 
that the handling of wiretap- 
ping reports was conducted 
between his deputy, then-Gen. 
Alexander M. Haig Jr, and 
the FBI. 

“I saw very few of these re- 
ports myself,” he said. In the 
summer of 1970, Kissinger 
said, it was decided to sepa- 
rate out “internal aspects of 
national security,” and the re- 
ports began going to the office 
of H.R. (Bob) Haldeman, then 
White House chief of staff. 

“From i then on,” said Kis- 
singer, “my office was not in- 
volved.” 

When Fulbright asked if the 
sources of the leaks were dis- 
covered, Kissinger replied, “I 
prefer not to go into individ- 
ual cases. There were cases in 
which the sources of some 
leaks were discovered and cor- 
rective action taken.” 
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